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G denies lying about Russia 


Sessions says ‘chaos’ of 2016 race behind hazy recall 


ALEX BRANDON/AP 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions makes a point during testi- 


mony Tuesday at a House Judiciary Committee hearing. 


By JOSEPH TANFANI 
AND CATHLEEN DECKER 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — At- 
torney General Jeff Ses- 
sions repeatedly denied 
Tuesday that he deliber- 
ately misled or lied to Con- 
gress about the Trump cam- 
paign’s multiple contacts 
with Russia, saying he for- 
got that two aides told him 
about their meetings with 
Russian government offi- 
cials during the 2016 presi- 


dential race. 

In an often-contentious 
House Judiciary Commit- 
tee hearing, Sessions 
sparred for more than five 
hours with both Democrats, 
who faulted him for chang- 
ing his story each time he 
has testified under oath 
before Congress, and some 
Republicans, who pushed 
him to appoint a second 
special counsel to investi- 
gate Hillary Clinton. 

Sessions grew visibly an- 
gry at times, insisting again 


and again that he “always 
told the truth” as he recalled 
it, even as he confirmed for 
the first time that an aide 
offered to help arrange a 
meeting between Trump 
and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in March 
2016. Sessions said he 
“pushed back” against the 
offer. 

“In all of my testimony, I 
can only do my best to 
answer all of your questions 
as I understand them and to 
the best of my memory,” he 


said. “But I will not accept, 
and reject accusations, that 
I have ever lied. That is a 
lie” 

The nationally televised 
hearing was the latest sign 
of how last year’s presi- 
dential campaign has yet to 
recede. Harsh questions 
about the Democratic 
nominee’s alleged misdeeds 
collided with national secu- 
rity concerns of whether 
President Donald Trump’s 
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“I don't have time to be bitter because I’m thinking about my family. 
I missed a lot.” —arthur Brown, on his time in jail and his new freedom 


CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


Arthur Brown embraces his niece Nenora Anderson, left, and attorney Tal Chaiken after leaving jail Tuesday night. 


Man freed after 29 years 
of proclaiming innocence 


State’s attorney 
drops charges in 
’88 double murder 


By MEGAN CREPEAU 
Chicago Tribune 


Relatives screamed with 
joy a little after 6 pm. 
Tuesday when Arthur 
Brown stepped slowly out 
of Cook County Jail — a 
free man for the first time 
nearly 30 years after he was 
arrested for a double mur- 
der he long insisted he did 
not commit. 


“That’s him! That’s 


him!” one woman yelled as 
the group, holding home- 
made welcome signs, 
chanted and pumped their 
fists. 

Brown, tall and slim at 
66, greeted his sister and 
nieces with kisses on the 
cheek. 

“I knew that this day 
would come,” he told re- 
porters in a slow, quiet 
voice. “The truth would 
come out.” 

Brown was ordered re- 
leased after Cook County 
prosecutors reversed 
course, announcing at a 
morning court hearing that 


they were dropping 
charges. 
According to his lawyer, 


Brown was 37 and had no 
criminal history when he 
was arrested for a fatal fire 
in 1988 on Chicago’s South 
Side. He was convicted of 
the double murder and 
arson and sentenced to life 
in prison. 

At word of his impend- 
ing release, jubilant family 
members crowded the 
halls of the Leighton Crim- 
inal Court Building, hug- 
ging one another. 

It was a moment they 
had anticipated for nearly 


three decades. 

“It feels very much like 
Pm in a bubble? said 
Carmece Barrow, 56, 
Brown’s niece. “It’s real, 
butit’s not real. We’ve cried 
so many times together. 
We’ve prayed so many 
times together.” 

Hours later, as darkness 
fell Tuesday evening, 
Brown’s family still 
awaited his release outside 
the county jail, holding 
handmade signs reading, 
‘Justice after 29 years” and 
“Thank God for grace and 
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In McDonald 
case, no more 
police charges 


Grand jury ends 
probe of handling 
of teen’s shooting 


By MEGAN CREPEAU 
Chicago Tribune 


A Cook County special 
grand jury has been dis- 
banded without charging 
any additional Chicago 
police officers, including 
department higher-ups, 
for their handling of 
Laquan McDonald’s fatal 
shooting by an officer. 

At a hearing Tuesday at 
the Leighton Criminal 
Court Building, special 
prosecutor Patricia Brown 
Holmes said the grand 
jury that convened to look 
into the controversial 


shooting has completed its 
investigation. 

That means no other 
officers — including 
higher-ups who signed off 
on allegedly false reports 
of the shooting — will be 
indicted. 

The only indictment 
brought by the special 
grand jury charged just 
lower-level cops — a de- 
tective and two patrol offi- 
cers — stopping short of 
criminally charging de- 
partment higher-ups in 
the alleged cover-up, even 
though several had been 
recommended for firing 
by the city inspector gen- 
eral’s office for their ac- 
tions. 
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US. Steel tried 
to keep toxic spill 


into lake 


a secret 


Group to file pollutant dumping suit 


By MICHAEL HAWTHORNE | Chicago Tribune 


Six months after US. 
Steel dumped a plume of 
toxic metal into a Lake 
Michigan tributary, the 
company quietly reported 
another spill at the same 
northwest Indiana plant 
and asked state environ- 
mental regulators to keep 
it secret, according to 
newly released docu- 
ments. 

The 56.7 pounds of 
chromium released in late 
October by the company’s 
Midwest Plant was 89 


percent higher than its 
water pollution permit al- 
lows over 24 hours, US. 
Steel revealed in a letter 
sent to the Indiana De- 
partment of Environmen- 
tal Management. 

A wastewater treat- 
ment system at the plant 
malfunctioned on the 
morning of Oct. 25, a 
problem that wasn’t no- 
ticed until the next day. 
Indiana officials were no- 
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Learn more about this worldwide 
breakthrough for leukemia and lymphoma 
at UChicagoMedicine.org/DefeatCancer 


